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Introduction

In this issue, we will provide information on what 
the Gespe’gewa’gi Management Plan (GMP) is. 

It’s important to know that the GMP will have 
tremendous impacts upon the way the Mi’gmaq 
use and occupy the territory.  

The  Gespe’gewa’gi Management Plan will be a vital 
document and tool that will greatly improve the 
economical, social and political situation of the 
Mi’gmaq of Gespe’gewa’gi. 

The GMP will help change the status quo and 
will also force the Crown to engage with us in a 
meaningful fashion, as they will be unable to 
ignore our rights and control over our traditional 
territory of Gespe’gewa’gi.

introduction

what is the Gesp’egewa’gi Management Plan? / Land Use Plan?

4
5, 6 

whY is the Gesp’egewa’gi Management Plan NEEDED?

WHY is a Land Use Plan NEEDED?

ALIENATION MAPS: FOREST DEPLETIONS, OIL & GAS SITES, MINING

7, 8 
9, 10 

WHO SHOULD BE INVOLVED IN THE GMP?

COMPONENTS OF THE GMP: ACCESS TO THE TERRITORY, WELL-BEING OF THE TERRITORY,  CONTROL OVER THE TERRITORY



What is a Land Use Plan?

- A roadmap for how and where development should proceed in our tradtional territory of Gespe’gewa’gi.

- A tool to help us minimize impacts from development on our territory.

- A document to make sure Mi’gmaq values and vision influence what happens on our land and waters.

- A process that builds partners with government, industry and our communities towards a shared vision.

- A means to help exert our Aboriginal Rights and Title over our lands and waters. 3

what is the gespe’gewa’gi  management plan (GMP)?

The GMP is a Land Use Plan from the 
Mi’gmaq perspective and is a vital tool in the 

management of our territory. A Land Use Plan 
is the arrangement of the territory into areas of 
use, where certain activities can and cannot take 
place. Essentially it will layout how and where the 
territory will be used. The focus will be on where 
development and what kind of development will 
take place on our territory and protect the areas 
of Gespe’gewa’gi that are important to the Mi’gmaq 
way of life. The GMP will create zones that protect 
areas that are of spiritual, cultural or ecological 
importance.

The GMP will establish zones of activity and will 
also establish the criteria for all development 
across Gespe’gewa’gi. This will help decide whether 
or not a project can move forward in our territory. 
An example could be stopping a gravel pit from 
advancing as it may pose a threat to the health of 
our all-important rivers. The GMP was created to 
guide development and ensure that our way of life 
is protected. These criteria, which will be developed 
with the communities, will be the foundation 
of determining whether or not a project meets 
Mi’gmaq standards permitted to advance.

The GMP will guide development of the territory 
based on Mi’gmaq values, the principle values 
being the wellbeing of the territory and access to 
the territory. For example the GMP will increase 
the forestry buffer zones that are around rivers. 
Currently buffer zones Quebec only requires that 
a 60m buffer zone that limits all use around rivers 
be in place. Under the GMP we will implement a 
100m buffer zone for greater protection of our vital 
water resources. The different level of zones will be 
determined in future workshops with community 
members and leadership. This information will 
have tremendous impacts as it will protect the 
land for our future generation as well as lead to 
economic opportunities for us. It will also open up 
the way for Mi’gmaq use and occupy our territory. 

The GMP will be created based on data from our 
2014-2015 Use and Occupancy interviews with 
Land Users and a series of Vision-Issues-Values 
(VIV), with members from the three Mi’gmaq 
communities of Gesgapegiag, Gespeg and 
Listuguj. This data along with scientific and social/
economic information will be combined to create 
our Gespe’gewa’gi Management Plan. 

COMPONENTS OF THE GMP: ACCESS TO THE TERRITORY, WELL-BEING OF THE TERRITORY,  CONTROL OVER THE TERRITORY
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GESPE’GEWA’GI   USE THE TERRITORY

“the GMP will lead to the Mi’gmaq
 using and occupying the whole of 

gespe’gew’agi as we once were.”
Throughout  the history of Canada, the 

Federal and Provincial governments have 
had little regard for our Mi’gmaq values and 
traditions that once governed this land, and 
passed laws that restricted our governance 
over Gespe’gewa’gi.  Our people were isolated 
from our territory and this resulted in the 
federal and provincial reaping all the benefits 
from developing our territory and left our 
people with nothing but the consequences. 
The displacements of the Mi’gmaq lead to the 
exploitation of the resources of Gespe’gewa’gi 
in manners disregarding Mi’gmaq values 
and traditions of sustainability and planning 
for future generations. As such many of the 
resources were exploited with little care for their 
environmental impacts and yielded no benefits 
to us and left our people with nothing but the 
consequences.

To this day we are not included in the 
management and planning of the territory. In 
fact, we are consulted only once a project is near 
completion. At this point in a project it is hard to 
affect any real change. We are also not consulted 
by the government of Quebec for the opening of 
new mines or the issuing of licenses and permits 
for hydrocarbons. The federal and provincial 
governments treat us only as a checkbox and not 
a level of government with rights. They decide 
how and where our territory is developed and 

they reap all the benefits, whereas our people 
receive nothing and are forced to deal with the 
impacts of such development. We gain nothing 
through this process. It is designed to keep us 
out of our territory, from exercising our rights to 
the land and determining our own future.

The GMP is a vital step in ending this trend of 
keeping our people away from our territory and 
its resources. The GMP will help us determine 
how our territory is developed and ensure that 
development follows our value systems, beliefs 
and principals once again, as it did before the 
arrival of Europeans.

Furthermore, the GMP will increase our capacity 
in caring for our territory as use and development 
will be done following Mi’gmaq priorities. This 
will ensure that resources and parts of our 
territory that are important to our way of life 
are protected. This GMP will also encourage 
our people to use and occupy Gespe’gewa’gi. We 
envision that the Gespe’gewa’gi Management 
Plan will lead to Mi’gmaq using and occupying 
the whole of our territory as we once were. The 
Plan is meant to give confidence to our people to 
use the territory, as is their right.

why is the Gespe’gewa’gi Management 
Plan needed?
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Why is a Land Use Plan needed?
- Almost 100% of our Claim area has been “alienated” by outside interests (See next page of Maps).

- Communities are being consulted and do not possess the proper tools to assess those consultation requests.

- The Plan is a vital step in self-governance and strengthening our control and management of our territory.

- This is Mi’gmaq territory and our knowledge and usage of it is essential.

- The Plan will allow the Mi’gmaq to once again fully use and occupy the territory that was and continues to be 
rightfully ours.

HODGEPODGE 
MAP 
The map below shows a sample of the Mi’gmaq 
use and occupancy of our traditional territory of 
Gespe’gewa’gi.
The next 2 pages show maps of Industry use 
within the same area.

GESPE'GEWA’GI



Development of our territory has been 
taking place without our input and guidance.  
Development has further alienated us from our 
traditional territory of Gespe’gewa’gi.  
The maps on these pages show the range and 
breadth of the Forestry, Oil & Gas, and Mining 
Industries.

GESPE’GEWA’GI   Protect THE TERRITORY
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who should be involved in the gmp?

8

The success of the GMP requires actions from many levels of our 
society, such as our elders, our youth, and our leadership. The 

Plan is but a part of our Nation building process. The Gespe’gewa’gi 
Management Plan is a step towards a self-sustaining and independent 
Mi’gmaq government that is based on a constitution that promotes 
and protects the rights, freedoms and well being of our people. We 
have had, since time immemorial, an inalienable title to the land and 
waters of Gespe’gewa’gi, as such it is our duty to protect and treat 
our home with respect It is this relationship with our territory that 
compels us to action. The repatriation of our territory requires the 
actions of all levels of government and the participation of all our 
members. The Gespe’gewa’gi Management Plan is an important step 
in the process of self-determination, yet it is but a single step. Many 
more will be needed.

In order to strengthen our presence on the territory and control 
of Gespe’gewa’gi our communities must also get involved and 
encourage members to exercise their rights to use and occupy all of 
Gespe’gewa’gi. 

We need individuals to carry out steps that will advance our cause.  
Individuals who can and want to use the territory must step out and 
use the entirety of the territory. It is our inherent right and shared 
history that allows us to use all of our territory. With these simple but 
important steps we break down the colonial notions of alienation and 
oppression. The actions will strengthen our control of the territory.

The leadership of Gespe’gewa’gi must lead in the creation and more 
importantly the implementation of the Management Plan. Promotion 
and support the Gespe’gewa’gi Management Plan from leadership, 
community members will be vital to its success. It is the purview of 
Mi’gmaq leadership to determine the structure of the governance 
vehicle that will be implementing the plan. 

The government of Canada and Quebec must also follow and respect 
the treaties that they signed in friendship. They must become partners 
with us and work with us to develop and implement the GMP, which 
will protect the well-being and viability of our Mi’gmaq territory.



#GespegewagiPride   #MyMigmaqSide    #MigmaqRights
          #GespegewagiIsMyHome      #IAmMigmaq 9

         SOCIAL media is a way to get involved.  Use these hashtags below.

 - get involved
- show your support



COMPONENTS OF the gmp
The GMP will be based on a series of studies that 
have or are to be completed. The most important 
of these studies are as follows on these two pages.
  - The Visions, Issues and Values
  - Our Toponomy Study and our Traditional Use 
Study
  - The Use and Occupancy Study

Access to the territory

well-being of the territory

control over the territory

The VIV is our most recently completed study 
and of critical importance as it identified Mi’gmaq 
priorities. We conducted a series of interviews with 
members from each of our three communities. The 
subject of these interviews was the territory and 
visions, issues and values the members have for it. 

The results can be summarized in three broad 
principles: 

gespeg

gesgapegiag

listuguj

visions, issues and values (VIV)
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Mi'gmaq Toponyms of Gespe'gewa'gi
Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin
professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in
classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of "de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by
Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..", comes from a line
in section 1.10.32.
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Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..", comes from a line
in section 1.10.32.

“… an aboriginal society asserting the right to live on its ancestral lands
must specify the area which has been continuously used and occupied.
That is, the general boundaries of the occupied territory should be
identified. I recognize, however, that when dealing with vast tracts of
territory it may be impossible to identify geographical limits with scientific
precision.  Nonetheless, this should not preclude the recognition of a
general right of occupation of the affected land.  Rather, the drawing of
exact territorial limits can be settled by subsequent negotiations between
the aboriginal claimants and the government."
Delgamuukw v. British Columbia, [1997] 3 S.C.R. 1010, per La Forest,
J., at para. 195
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The Use and Occupancy Study 
(UOS): 
This study is the core of our GMP. In this 
study we conducted interviews with 119 land 
users from all three communities. Through 
these interviews we were able to map out a 
sample of the current use and occupancy 
of our territory by our Mi’gmaq. This study 
is vital for the GMP as it shows where and 
how our people are using our territory and 
which areas are of greater importance to the 
Mi’gmaq.
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Our Toponymy Study and our Traditional Use Study (TUS)
These studies are part of the foundation of the GMP, as it allows us to demonstrate the reach of 
Gespe’gewa’gi. We also included these studies as they show us where our Mi’gmaq used the territory 
in the past, before and during the reign of policies from the Federal and Provincial governments that 
alienated our Nation from our territory.




