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GESPESIQgespe’gewa’gi Management Plan (G.M.P.)

Introduction

In this Special issue, we will share 
information on the Gespe’gewa’gi 

Management Plan (GMP). 

It’s important to know that the GMP will 
have tremendous impacts upon the way the 
Mi’gmaq use and occupy the territory.  

The  Gespe’gewa’gi Management Plan will be 
a vital document and tool that will greatly 
improve the economical, social and political 
situation of the Mi’gmaq of Gespe’gewa’gi. 

The GMP will help change the status quo 
and will also force the Crown to engage with 
us in a meaningful fashion, as they will be 
unable to ignore our rights and control over 
our traditional territory of Gespe’gewa’gi.



- The GMP will establish the criteria for all development across 
Gespe’gewa’gi.
- The GMP will protect the land for our future generations and 
lead to economic opportunities for the Mi’gmaq.
- The GMP will combine cultural knowledge and scientific data.

What is the Gespe’gewa’gi Management Plan (G.M.P.)?

The GMP is a Land Use Plan from the Mi’gmaq perspective.

What is a Land Use Plan?

Why is a Gespe’gewa’gi Management Plan needed?

A Land Use Plan is the arrangement of the territory into 
areas of use, where certain activities can and cannot take 
place. 
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GESPE’GEWA’GI   USE THE TERRITORY

The Federal and Provincial 
governments have little regard for 

our Mi’gmaq values and traditions that 
once governed over Gespe’gewa’gi.  Laws 
were passed to restrict our relationship 
and governance over our home and 
territory.

The Federal and Provincial reaped all the 
benefits from developing our territory 
and left our people with nothing but the 
consequences. 

The GMP is a tool that will allow 
the Mi’gmaq to determine how 
Gespe’gewa’gi is developed and ensures 
that it follows our Mi’gmaq value 
systems, beliefs and principles.

The Plan is also meant to give confidence 
to our people to use the territory, as it 
is their right. We envision the Mi’gmaq 
using and occupying the whole of 
Gespe’gewa’gi as we once did.

why is the Gespe’gewa’gi Management 
Plan needed?

Access to the territory

well-being of the territory

control over the territory

The VIV is our most recently 
completed study and of critical 
importance as it identified 
Mi’gmaq priorities. We conducted 
a series of interviews with 
members from each of our three 
communities. The subject of these 
interviews was the Visions, Issues 
and Values the members have for 
the territory. 

The results can be summarized in 
three broad principles: 

visions, issues and values (VIV)
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Mi'gmaq Toponyms of Gespe'gewa'gi
Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin
professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in
classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of "de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by
Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..", comes from a line
in section 1.10.32.

Contrary to popular belief, Lorem Ipsum is not simply random text. It has roots in a piece of classical Latin literature from 45 BC, making it over 2000 years old. Richard McClintock, a Latin
professor at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, looked up one of the more obscure Latin words, consectetur, from a Lorem Ipsum passage, and going through the cites of the word in
classical literature, discovered the undoubtable source. Lorem Ipsum comes from sections 1.10.32 and 1.10.33 of "de Finibus Bonorum et Malorum" (The Extremes of Good and Evil) by
Cicero, written in 45 BC. This book is a treatise on the theory of ethics, very popular during the Renaissance. The first line of Lorem Ipsum, "Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet..", comes from a line
in section 1.10.32.

“… an aboriginal society asserting the right to live on its ancestral lands
must specify the area which has been continuously used and occupied.
That is, the general boundaries of the occupied territory should be
identified. I recognize, however, that when dealing with vast tracts of
territory it may be impossible to identify geographical limits with scientific
precision.  Nonetheless, this should not preclude the recognition of a
general right of occupation of the affected land.  Rather, the drawing of
exact territorial limits can be settled by subsequent negotiations between
the aboriginal claimants and the government."
Delgamuukw v. British Columbia, [1997] 3 S.C.R. 1010, per La Forest,
J., at para. 195
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COMPONENTS OF the gmp
The GMP will be based on a series of studies that have or are to be 
completed. The most important of these studies are:

	   - Our Toponomy Study and our Traditional Use Study(TUS)
  	   - The Use and Occupancy Study (UOS)

The Use and Occupancy Study (UOS): 
This study is the core of our GMP. In this 
study we conducted interviews with 119 
land users from all three communities. This 
study is vital for the GMP as it shows where 
and how our people are using our territory 
and which areas are of greater importance 
to the Mi’gmaq. 5

Our Toponymy Study and our Traditional Use Study (TUS)
These studies show us where our Mi’gmaq used the territory in the past, before and 
during the reign of policies from the Federal and Provincial governments that alienated 
our Nation from our territory.



GESPE’GEWA’GI   Protect THE TERRITORY

Development of our territory has been taking place without 
our input and guidance.  Development has further alienated us 
from our traditional territory of Gespe’gewa’gi. 

An Oil and Gas Well Site is the physical location where Oil & Gas 
is drilled.  

These wells are where Hydrocarbon companies drill into the 
ground to create an opening.
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who should be involved in the gmp?

EVERYONE SHOULD BE INVOLVED!

	 - Mi’gmaq Citizens

	 - Youth

	 - Elders

	 -  Mi’gmaq Governments

	 -  Non-Mi’gmaq

	 -  Federal Governments

	 -  Provincial Governments
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#GespegewagiPride	   #MyMigmaqSide    #MigmaqRights
          #GespegewagiIsMyHome      #IAmMigmaq8

         SOCIAL media is a way to get involved.  Use these hashtags below.

 - get involved
- show your support


